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College Visit Strategies 

Summer Preparation before the senior year: 

After your Junior year, you should purchase a large wall calendar (preferably a calendar showing the 

academic year) that displays an entire year at a time, and post it somewhere your parents can see it too.  

Using color-coded pens for each of your potential schools, mark admission, scholarship, financial aid, 

and other deadlines on the appropriate dates.  Also, mark dates for PLAN, PSAT, ACT, SAT, and AP tests 

as well as other important dates.  By doing this and posting it where others can see it, you will be 

allowing them to be involved in the process.  Your family should be involved in this process but YOU 

should do the work.  Let them help you remember deadlines, prepare for tests, type applications, 

practice admission interview questions, etc.    Life is often too busy during this critical time, which 

affects much of the rest of your life.  Ask us about how we streamline this entire process for the family, 

and take the load off of your shoulders, so your efforts are optimized and you don’t need to worry about 

missing deadlines and opportunities.  Fall is too short to make informed college, major, and career 

decisions, so summer is critical.    We’d be glad to jump-start your process with a free strategic planning 

session. 

Critical milestones for summer: 

 Determine the career & major direction, so that you know what colleges to look at.  

Career & major direction may change somewhat, but having a structured approach to 

start the decision process now, has been proven to reduce the number of major changes 

in college, keep the college career to four years (the average is 5.5), and find meaningful 

and economically viable life’s work.   Over 53% of last year’s college grads are either not 

working or in non-degree jobs, and a over a third are “boomerang kids” who have 

moved back home.  This is entirely preventable.  This is why we developed our personal 

College Coach program.  We have so many students who come to life when they merge 

their true interests with practical career goals with a more refined choice of major they 

enjoy, with practical employment and income projections.   We also stay with you for 

http://caplussyracuse.files.wordpress.com/2013/06/strategy-calls.pdf


©College Assistance Plus 2013 
 

mid-course fine-tuning.  Our dedicated college coaches meet personally with your 

student. We suggest that you call us so we can share with you the ways families have 

benefited from our proven College Coach process. 

 Visit Colleges over the Summer.  We recommend a strategic process during the summer 

so that you can make final decisions in September and October.   See more on this 

below.  We would be glad to show you how we predict the college’s first financial aid 

offer for your student, so that you know which colleges to visit before you go, as well as 

providing insights into the academic and social environment for colleges across the US.  

might be like to be a student there.  Keep in mind that you should NOT visit schools your 

family cannot afford, so that your long-term plans can take precedence over emotional 

attachments, which are so often a strong underlying factor. 

 Claim your free Tuition Rewards Scholarships before senior year for multiple children 

of any age.  This is a new benefit that most people don’t know about and is freely 

available without obligation via a call into CAPlus, who is a channel for this in New York 

State.   See more information here. 

 

Here are some rules that you should follow when visiting college 

campuses this summer:  

Visit many colleges.  

You should make an effort to visit several college campuses, even if they aren't your first  

choice. You will be able to learn a lot about each college (and college in general) by visiting.  

The college will view your visit as a sign that you're truly interested in their school. Visiting  

colleges is crucial to making the right choice because you will be there for four (or more)  

years, and actually going to the college campus will give you a good idea of what life will be  

like there. You may see a college that you love online, but once you actually get to the  

campus, it might not be what you expected.   Visiting all of the colleges that you are interested  

in will give you a good first-hand perspective.  

http://collegeplanningny.com/2013/05/17/post-8/
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Visit early and while school is in session.  

We understand that it is summer now, but for your younger children, you should try to visit colleges 

during the academic year so you can see what they are like while school is in session.  Many students 

visit while on spring or summer break, which is not the optimal time. Seeing the college with students 

will give you an idea of what the school is really like, and you might be able to sit in on some classes. If 

you visit during the summer, the atmosphere on campus will be completely different than the 

atmosphere during the regular academic year. The campus may look nice, but you won't be able to see 

what it's truly like to be a student there. Many colleges also do construction/maintenance work during 

the summer, so you're more likely to run into some circumstances that might prevent you from seeing 

the entire campus.  

Take an official tour.  

Before you visit, call the admissions office and ask about tours. Both the parents and student  

should take the tour together, but parents need to remember that their job is to act as a  

mature guide, not as a dictator. The student is the one who will live at the college, so the  

student needs to be comfortable with the campus. In many cases, the tour guide will be a  

student, and he or she will say things that admissions officers certainly wouldn't.  

Student tour. 

 Visiting guides will be more open and honest about the college, and they will give you insights that you  

won't be able to get from the admissions officer. If you have a student tour guide, ask  

questions!! Most guides are honest enough to tell you the bad things as well as the good things,  

so you may need to prompt them. Remember, however, that one student's view of the college  

doesn't necessarily reflect that of every student.  

Be careful not to assume that your tour guide is representative of the entire campus  

community. Most official campus tours are highly scripted (which is why you need to ask your  

own questions!). The buildings you see and the things they tell you are all specifically designed  

to make the best impression possible. The goal of the tour is to get you to apply and enroll. If  
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you are unimpressed by your tour guide, try to remember that they may have had a bad day or  

an exam coming up. Try to find other students in the dining hall or hanging around on campus  

that you can talk to instead.  

Take your own tour.  

Because official tours are scripted, make sure you take your own tour. Before (or preferably  

after) the official tour, spend some time wandering around the campus.   Check out the  

buildings, the dorms, and the classrooms. The official tour will give you a basic idea of the  

layout of the campus, but if you roam around by yourself you will get more familiar with the  

atmosphere of the college.  Take your time and don't rush through it, because you need this to  

help you make an informed decision.  

Be critical while you are walking around campus. In the same way that a college will look over  

every aspect of your application, make sure you look over every part of the college. Look for  

flaws and things that will bother you if you choose to attend the school. Does the campus seem  

too small and make you feel claustrophobic? Or does it feel too big and important?  Too  

unfocused?  Too antisocial?  Too lightweight?  Or too politically radical?  Don't be blinded by what  

you've previously heard about the college; this is your chance to look it over for yourself and  

see what the school is really like.  

Visit a class.  

Visiting classes should be an essential part of your campus visit.  Most colleges will let you sit in  

on a class or two, so ask the visit office about it when you arrive. If you know what you'd like to  

major in, pick a class from that major.  If you're not sure, choose a class that you're interested  

in, and one that you might already know something about. (For example, don't visit a seniorlevel physics 

class; you won't be able to follow the discussion, and you probably won't get  

anything out of the hour you spend in class.) At the most basic level, the classes you will take Visiting  

are what you are paying for.   Make sure that you see some of what you will be getting if you  

attend.  
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Stay overnight.  

If possible, try to schedule your campus tour on a day when you can spend the night in the  

dorms. Most visit offices will ask you about this when you call to arrange a visit, but if they  

don't, feel free to ask them. Many students volunteer to house prospective students, so you will  

be able to spend some time with them without your parents or the admissions office offering  

opinions. While you are there, eat in the cafeteria, read the college newspaper, find out what  

the students do for fun, and have fun yourself. A college visit doesn't have to be boring!  

After visiting a college you will inevitably leave with a different impression than when you  

arrived. Usually the things that stick in your mind will be the strange ones or how the dorm  

rooms looked, so you'll need to write down specifics while you still remember them. While  

some people like to rate the schools based on categories like food, dorms, social life, campus,  

academics, etc., you might find it more helpful (and easier) to simply write down the first  

words that come to mind about your experience there. Take extensive notes so you remember  

how you felt, what you saw, what people said, and how the food really tasted. You'll visit  

several colleges, and they'll all blur together eventually. Ultimately you need to answer the  

question of whether you want to live at this college for four years, spend a lot of money, and  

give them the privilege of educating you. If you're not sure, you should visit other colleges. 

 

You certainly will have many  important college questions at this important stage.  Give us a call and 

we’ll provide you with some answers and recommendations from our experience. 

 

We’ll give you a jump-start with a free strategic planning session here. 

John Decker 315-656-7973 

jdecker@CollegeAssistancePlus.com 

www.CollegeAssistancePlus.com/CNY 
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