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FCA is Taking off  

in Upstate NY 

Take a look at this 4-min video 

of FCAs wonderful growth at 

Syracuse University… in just 

two years…. 

And similar growth seen in high 

schools & middle schools 

around the country with FCA. 

Billy Graham once said that a coach could 

impact more lives in a year than most can in a 

lifetime. He then posed the question, “Who is 

coaching the coach?”  

VIDEO 

http://www.fcasu.org/
http://vimeo.com/9560092


What will our communities look like when 

every middle & high school in your county 

has an FCA group in place --- and opening 

doors for other school ministries?    

Note: Greater Syracuse 

schools are displayed, 

Rochester, Buffalo, 

Utica, and Binghamton  

lists available.  The plan is 

state-wide. 
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FCA IN MIDDLE & HIGH SCHOOLS 

FCA will continue to add chapters (huddles) in colleges across the state, but believes 

the largest and quickest impact will come from high schools and middle schools.   

There are frequent stories of one student and one teacher launching a group in very 

secular high schools that grows quickly to 20 to 80 or more meeting on campus.. 

Why is there an open door in public and private schools? 

• FCA is student-led.  All that’s needed is a couple of interested students and a 

sponsoring coach, teacher, or administrator.  (Similar with colleges) 

• Sports is a high-interest activity, and the sports discipline and mentoring 

process is of value to believers and non-believers alike. 

• Non-athletes are welcome and benefit from the energy and friendship.  FCA can 

collaborate with other ministries to become established also. 

HOW TO HELP LAUNCH A HUDDLE: 

• Identify coaches, teachers, staff, or mature students and put them in touch with 

Dave Parks, FCA Upstate NY Director.   dparks@fca.org   518-461-1843  

•    

 

mailto:dparks@fca.org


BRINGING FCA TO YOUR MIDDLE & HIGH SCHOOLS, 

PLUS COLLEGES - PRACTICAL STEPS 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wnq-jFXmVzY


FCA IS S DOOR-OPENER 

Because Sports and the associated need for team character and personal discipline 

is so revered, a student-led FCA group can often start in a high school easier than 

other faith clubs.  Finding a willing teacher, coach or admin sponsor paves the way. 

Non-athletes are welcome to join FCA huddles. 

FCA  then paves the way for other faith clubs to become established, such as: 

• Young Life 

• Youth for Christ 

• Youth Alive 

• I Am Second 

• Alpha Course for Youth, Etc. 
 

Community Transformation 

• The gospel and it’s effects moves best in community. School districts constitute 

communities that are surrounded by churches and Christian businesses.  FCA 

partners with churches and businesses for community transformation. 

 

 



View FCA CNY Vision and Corporate Sponsorship PDF 

http://caplussyracuse.files.wordpress.com/2013/08/fca-vision-and-corporate-sponsorship.pdf


SUCCESSFUL TRANSITION TO COLLEGE 

Over 70% of church youth group attendees fall 

away from Christian fellowship when they land on 

the college campus – but this is all preventable! 
 

FCA is unique in that it offers both high school and 

college ministries.  It has been proven that when 

you connect youth to college ministries before they 

leave home, the transition success rate doubles 

and triples. See more here. 

 

Upstate FCA staff are familiar with and promote the 

resources of Youth Transition Network’s 

LiveAbove College Connection website, which 

provides practical videos and a database which 

connects high school students to campus ministries 

in advance, and helps them make their college 

selections accordingly.  What pastors are saying. 

 

Click image for poster detail and links  

http://www.intervarsity.org/news/the-sweet-spot
http://www.ytn.org/
http://www.ytn.org/
http://www.ytn.org/
http://www.ytn.org/
http://caplussyracuse.files.wordpress.com/2013/07/ytn-quotes-from-cny-pastors-leaders.pdf
http://caplussyracuse.files.wordpress.com/2013/05/liveabove-ytn-college-transition-poster1.pdf


HOW TO HELP YOUR SCHOOL DISTRICT 

& STRENGTHEN YOUR CHURCH AND COMMUNITY 

• Want to start a viral movement for FCA in Upstate NY school districts? Share 

this presentation and the news about FCA with everyone you know, and your pastor!  

Many are not yet aware of FCA, and the first step is simple awareness. 

 

• Check out this link and set up a $10 automatic monthly donation today or any amount you 

like ($5, $25, $50 etc). Just 10-20 people in each school district supporting this way over the next 

month, will create the ability to establish huddles in more high schools and middle schools this fall 

– even your school.  This will help complete funding for the Upstate Director Dave Parks, and our 

new CNY Area Representitive, Amanda Tewksbury.  We think an easy decision to partner at a 

lower amount will move virally and the best way to add new partners, volunteers,  and friends. 

 

• You’ll receive exciting updates and stories to share with their friends about the 

movement.   

 

• Since you’re here now why not start with $10/month or something easy for you?  You can 

always change the amount or stop it anytime. Automatic monthly giving is better than one-

time gifts since it enables responsible planning of sustaining programs. 

 
• Thanks very much!  We look forward to getting to know you and your friends and will appreciate 

any insights and ideas that you have! 

 

https://my.fca.org/2517-parks-david.aspx
https://my.fca.org/2517-parks-david.aspx


CONTACT INFORMATION 

We encourage you to give the FCA staff a call! 
 

Dave Parks   FCA – Upstate NY Director 

dparks@FCA.org  518-461-1843 Cell  Linkedin 
 

Amanda Tewksbury   FCA – CNY Area Representative 

atewksbury@fca.com 315-236-5163 Cell 

 

John Decker (author of presentation and FCA CNY board member) 

Director – College Assistance Plus-CNY  See other synergies on following page. 

College Assistance Plus is a corporate sponsor for FCA  - see Vision PDF 

jdecker@CollegeAssistancePlus.com  315-480-1232 Cell 

Linkedin    Facebook 

 

 

mailto:dparks@FCA.org
http://www.linkedin.com/pub/david-parks/45/367/201
mailto:atewksbury@fca.com
http://caplussyracuse.files.wordpress.com/2013/08/fca-vision-and-corporate-sponsorship.pdf
mailto:jdecker@CollegeAssistancePlus.com
http://www.linkedin.com/in/jldecker/
http://facebook.com/john.decker2


REMARKS 

Greetings! 

Having been involved with some strategic high school and college initiatives such as 

Youth Transition Network and InterVarsity, I am now extremely exited that FCA now 

has the vision to plant chapters in the majority of the New York State middle schools, high 

schools, and colleges. 

My initial exposure to FCA was at Syracuse University in connection with the InterVarsity 

where I was a volunteer staff member.   I really grew to appreciate Nathan Bliss as a 

leader and overall great person seeing FCA grow there from zero to 60 or 70 students in 

two years. 

I was later especially excited to experience FCA’s ministry to middle and high schools 

after my daughter met and married Dave Parks, the new Upstate NY FCA director.  I’ve 

put together a few slides to tell the story about this game-changer for our community. 

I recommend watching the 4-minute video of FCA at Syracuse University with Julie & 

Jim Boeheim, then the 2-minute video about High School coaches with particular 

attention to the growth, impact and vision.   I also look forward to helping you meet Dave, 

Nathan, and the new CNY staff Amanda Tewksbury.   See community synergies below:   

In Christ,  

John Decker   315-656-7973  jdecker@CollegeAssistancePlus.com  

http://www.ytn.org/
http://www.intervarsity.org/news/the-sweet-spot
mailto:jdecker@ColllegeAssistancePlus.com


OTHER COMMUNITY SYNERGIES 

There are a number of other activities/ministries which are synergistic to FCA and 

add to the movement among communities.  I would be  glad to describe to you how 

these are working and can help your church, school, business, or community: 

• Youth Transition Network – helping parents and churches prepare youth, then 

connecting them to campus ministries in advance.  Churches and Christian schools have 

gone from losing 70% to keeping most in the faith in one year.  I was Northeast Director 

and now act as an area volunteer.  See these 2 links: Background    Poster. 

• Alpha Course – A non-threatening introduction to a living biblical faith for anyone, and 

has been transforming neighborhoods, schools, colleges, and workplaces around the 

world. As an Alpha Advisor, I can help you learn more. 

• Greater Syracuse Association of Evangelicals – On executive board - new outreach. 

• Syracuse Area Youth Workers –monthly coordination and planning meetings 

• Businessmen’s Fellowship (and women) – engaging the Christian and general 

business community for transformation.  Meets 2nd Wed of each month.  

• College Assistance Plus (Link) –  Helping students to find the right major, then reduce 

college cost to emerge without burdening debt to enable career or ministry freedom. 

 

 

 

http://www.intervarsity.org/news/the-sweet-spot
http://caplussyracuse.files.wordpress.com/2013/05/liveabove-ytn-college-transition-poster1.pdf
http://caplussyracuse.files.wordpress.com/2013/07/alpha-course-in-cny.pdf
http://saywnetwork.tumblr.com/
http://caplussyracuse.files.wordpress.com/2013/05/caplus-for-churches3.pdf


Thanks for sharing FCA! Thanks for sharing FCA! 


