
 
 

Sample Personal & Corporate CAPlus References 
 
You will be pleased to learn about the growing number of banks, credit unions, financial advisors, and 
CPAs who have used CAPlus services, and now actively promote this to their client base as a way to 
make a lasting difference to families.    
 

 
 
Other Financial Professionals who use CAPlus 
 

Personal Family References 
 
Below are some sample references, you can review to find situations similar to yours.  If you wish to 
contact any, I can give you a version with contact information.   
                  

John Decker jdecker@CollegeAssistancePlus.com 315-656-7973 

 
 

http://caplussyracuse.files.wordpress.com/2013/07/financial-partners-references.pdf
mailto:jdecker@CollegeAssistancePlus.com


The saving process: 
We reduce college cost in various ways, and also provide even more significant non-financial 
benefits including finding the right school, major, and career – for over 4500 clients.   The 
correct college selection is the first large, and parents thank us for often saving significant 
amounts by being the third-party to let knowledge and reason be the guiding factor rather than 
emotion.  When a college is identified, we optimize the application, FAFSA, essay, and train the 
student how to interview.  This improves the first offer.  Then we appeal that good offer the 
first and following years using our proprietary database of competitive scholarship offers and 
our experienced team.  This is the part we can measure.  Last year’s appeal from all of our 
clients resulted in an average savings of $17,200 ($4,300 x 4 years).  Subsequent annual appeals 
added in an average of $2500 x 3 years = $7,500 which totals to $24,700.   Graduate school 
savings often eclipse undergrad savings.   We also guarantee that we will save you at least the 
amount invested, but since we are referral-based, we take on clients we expect to succeed well. 
 

You can also view some video testimonials here on our website 
 

ROCHESTER AREA FAMILIES 
 
Stu Boyar – one student beginning junior year at Michigan State; second student about to commence as 
freshman at Michigan State.  Savings totaled $40,000 with an initial appeal.  Stu can be reached at 
_______.  View his testimony on our website. 
 
Kathy Burroughs - we assisted Kathy in obtaining her Physician's Assistant degree from RIT, saving her 
approximately $20,000.  Kathy can be reached at _______. You can hear her testimony on our website. 
 
Fuerst family - we have assisted all five Fuerst children---their youngest is attending Niagara----their 
oldest daughter, Carly was featured in the NY Times article on CAPlus----Greg(the father) can be reached 
at _______. 
 
Ben ______ - we assisted Ben in identifying and attending Berklee in Boston----we appealed last year for 
Ben an obtained an additional $5,000 per year award.  Mom (Cheri) can be reached at ______. 
 
Nick _____ - had both RIT and DePaul competing for Nick----he will attend RIT where he received 
additional monies after our appeal----his Dad is Terry Gossard and can be reached at _______.   
 
Prato Family - We are assisting all five Prato children----their oldest Carly attends Ohio State University. 
Patti (the Mom ) can be reached at _______ and Bob (the Dad) can be reached at _______. [Cont. next 
page] 
 
Micah _____ - we assisted Micah in attending Finger Lakes Community College and then transferring to 
Saint John Fisher. His Mom (Mary) can be reached at _______.   
 
Julia _____ - we assisted Julia, who is now attending Roberts Wesleyan College---Julia can be reached at 
_______.  Her guardian (Tom Rapp) can be reached at _______.   
 
Chris _____ - had a 33 ACT and planned to go to Calvin College.  With our database search capabilities 
and using Chris's track times; we appealed to several other colleges and he will be attending Spring 
Arbor College for $6,000 per year less than Calvin offered.  His Dad (Pete) can be reached at _______. 

http://www.collegeassistanceplus.com/about-us/testimonials/
mailto:boyar@cooleygroupusa.com
mailto:calbertland@gmail.com
mailto:gregfuerst@yahoo.com
mailto:cgs1122@hotmail.com
mailto:lgossard@rochester.rr.com
mailto:_______
mailto:b_prato@navitar.com
mailto:maryng@rochester.rr.com
mailto:floorsareflat@gmail.com
http://splitrockconsulting.com/
mailto:pconrad1@gmail.com


 
Marikka _____ - we assisted Marikka in identifying Xavier University and using her academic talents and 
track times (hurdler).  We appealed (successfully) for an additional $2,000 per year.  Marikka can be 
reached at _______ and her Mom (Lynette) can be reached at ______. 
 
Tara _____---we assisted Tara in identifying and admittance to Siena College, WITH ensured enrollment 
into Albany Medical College.  Father (Joe) can be reached at _______. 
 

SYRACUSE/CNY AREA FAMILIES 
 
Katlyn ______– We began working with the McDonalds in the winter of 2012, with Katlyn as a Junior in 
high school.  Her mom, Kit, is an HR manager at a major company and is well experienced with career 
development but felt that we offered what was needed in terms of identifying a career, major, college, 
and negotiating a lower price.  We have been working extensively with the family on a weekly basis on 
the career side helping them navigate whether, MD, Physician Assistant, or Physical Therapist is the right 
route.  Katelyn will be a senior in the fall of 2012 and we are presently helping them in their college 
visits. They would be glad to share their experience.  You can reach Katlyn’s mom, Kit at _______. 
 

Cassandra ______ – We began working with Cassandra in the summer just before she landed at Findlay 
College in Ohio in a pre-veterinarian program.   The family had tried to reduce the cost at Findlay and 
were unsure which program to enroll in,  We were able to help her navigate whether or not it was wise 
to be in the Equestrian program, then even though it was already August, we were successful in 
appealing for a $2000 annual reduction ($8,000 total).  Cassi did well in her freshmen year and we 
anticipate successfully appealing for an even larger scholarship as well as finding the right veterinary 
college and reducing the price there.  You can contact her mom, Judy at _______. 
 

Katlyn ____ –Their financial advisor asked us to contact the family.  The parents were looking at sending 
Katlyn to St John’s for $52K per year to study photography.  Neither Katlyn’s grades, nor SATs were 
particularly good, so we felt we could only negotiate a smaller size scholarship.  Katlyn would carry most 
of the loan, with parent co-signing.  We coached the parents how to approach Katlyn to take ownership 
and enter a SUNY school, get good grades, then negotiate with a private school.  The family came to a 
workshop in Dewitt just to thank us for saving over $100K. Katlyn become motivated and achieved a 
3.93 GPA and was on Deans list at Buffalo State.   She applied to Cazenovia and was able to get in at 
$24,000 via an $8000 scholarship and is attending at is less than half of what she would have paid at St 
Johns and is in love with the school.   You can reach Angela her Mom at _______ 
 
Richard _____ is a prominent wealth manager from Fayetteville, with his office in downtown Syracuse---
we assisted his daughter Sarah in obtaining a great package at Loyola of Maryland-----Richard can be 
reached at _______.  
 
Rick _______ – Rick is a CPA in Fayetteville.   We have been working with his son who is a junior at this 
time and they would be happy to talk with you.    
 
Dean _____ is the Deacon of the largest Catholic Church in Corning, NY and has EIGHT children---we 
have assisted the first two (one at Ithaca and one at Allegheny)---Dean can be reached at _______.   
  
Leslie _____ lives in Cincinnatus and we have assisted her two daughters (her youngest Whitney just 
received a terrific package from Keuka College based on our appeal)---Leslie can be reached at _______  

mailto:_______
mailto:lynettejos@yahoo.com
mailto:jkell@warwick.net
mailto:kmcdonald@srinc.com
mailto:jdicioccio@eplawcenter.com
mailto:majkkleist@yahoo.com
mailto:jenkinsj@ae.cadaretgrant.com
mailto:dcondon@dor.org
mailto:robertcobb@frontiernet.net/

